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BIaEE+% ¢ On Earth We're Briefly GorgeousTE#hEK = - FFI50 B 2ERE
fE& : Ocean Vuong A% : 20194
H AR © Penguin Press

This story is something
I recommend all people- no
matter the status should read
because it asks questions that
are timeless, it makes us open
up our eyes and see deeper in
the world we thought we knew.

In the book, Vuong introduces various themes in
the story, most of which are still incredibly present in
our time. Most prominently, Vuong pushes the topic of
toxic masculinity up on a pedestal, Little Dog, our main
protagonist’ s life revolves around it.

All his life, Little Dog was taught that emotions did
not exist for men, they were useless matters to push
down and bear with it himself inside. He was taught
the importance of color: his pink bike, for example, was
not for boys. He paid dearly for that lesson that day.
This lesson was especially important seeing how he is
both Vietnamese and queer, and the 90s were not kind
to people with color.

Rose-his mother, is a presentation of inadvertently
pushing that mindset onto your child. She wants him
to be stronger because of the racism mentioned prior.
The only way in her mind to administer it was to punish
every form of weakness her child displays by physically
or verbally abusing him.

There are others that are also crushed by society’ s
belief of masculinity. For example, Trevor, in this story,
is the queer love interest, and he embodies the quiet
pain of living in a world that values "normalcy” . On the
surface, he’ sthe farmer’ s boy, tough, tall, American,
all the things Rose would kill for her son to be, however,
on the inside, he hates himself due to his sexuality.

None of their parents took the news well, but
unlike Trevor, he sees that there is love underneath the
abuse coming from a deep trauma. Whereas Trevor
sees it as a sort of curse and thinks that something is
wrong with himself.

| have a friend that feels the same as Trevor.
Everywhere he goes, people tell him what to be, what
not to be, so he feels like no one would ever accept
him for his bisexuality. His friend group also often
teases people in the LGBTQ+ community, which
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further amplifies his homophobic feelings
towards himselflt's 2026, yet people are still
facing discrimination for something they can't
control. Sometimes it feels like we’ re moving
backwards, but in truth, it has always been the
same. Prejudice stuck in its time.

The theme of racism is also extranomically
stuck in the pages of the book; even if he was
born in America, he knows since the age of
5, that he will never be accepted as a “real
American” .

When he first came to America, he did
not speak English well. He was an outsider,
the alien, he was bullied and called cuss words
frequently.

The barrier was further reinforced by his
mother “Don’ t draw attention to yourself.
You're already Vietnamese” These words
commonly uttered to him are the reason why
Little Dog is unable to say or write things in
blithe.

| like that the story doesn’ t focus on
romance, not everything is fixed with heart-
shaped chocolates and bountiful bouquets,
instead it focuses on how Little Dog managed
to start moving on his own.lt wasn't loving
Trevor that saved him, but by staying away
from him, he learns how to contextualize his
feelings and forgive his mother for the abuse
she gave him. He states that they are both
monsters, but he does not view monsters as
bad, instead, he says this “To be a monster is
to be a hybrid signal, a lighthouse:both shelter
and warning at once.”

The message this book is telling us was
rightin frontof us allalong. “On EarthWe' re
Briefly Gorgeous.” By taking the title apart,
this is what | theorize what Vuong meant.

“On Earth” stabilizes us, it tells us that we
are one in the same. “Briefly Gorgeous.
states that we are all beautiful but we have our
moments when we look ugly too, and that is
completely and utterly human.
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